How can my child exit the
Bilingual and ESL Programs?
• Students may exit out of the program
after passing the STAAR reading and
writing tests in English.  Also, a language
proficiency test may also determine that the
child’s English fluency level is such that
he does not need the support of a Bilingual
program.  After exiting the program, the
student is monitored for 2 years.  The
students may re-enter the program if
necessary.  

Bilingual Programs for Bay City ISD
• Cherry Elementary – Pre-K
• Holmes Elementary – K – 5th grades

English as a Second Language
(ESL) Programs for Bay City ISD
• Bay City Junior High – 6th – 8th grades
• Bay City High School – 9th – 12th grades

How can parents become
involved in the Bilingual and
ESL programs?
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• Parental approval is required for a student
to participate in the program.
• Parents can volunteer for classroom
activities.
• Parents can encourage their child at home
to achieve, provide a place to study, and
show interest in school work.
• Parents can ask their child’s teacher or
principal about becoming a  member of
the Language Proficiency Assessment
Committee (LPAC) that determines how
students will be taught.
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What is the purpose of
Bilingual and ESL programs?

Who is responsible for teaching
Bilingual and ESL programs?

• Bilingual education programs help LEP students
master the state curriculum and teach English to
all participating students.

• Teachers are specifically trained and
certified to teach in the Bilingual and ESL
programs.  These teachers use techniques for
developmental language learning based on the
latest scientific research in second language
acquisition.

• ESL programs develop competence in English
and prepare the student to be successful in all
academic subjects.

Why should I enroll my child in the
Bilingual Program?
• Your child will receive additional support in
and out of the classroom.  Your child will receive
instruction at his/her level in Spanish and in
English.  Bilingual teachers will also provide
individual and small group instruction that will
allow the special needs of each individual child to
be met.
• Additional tutoring may also be provided at the
discretion of the teacher.
• Bilingual students will preserve their native
language, Spanish heritage and gain new insight
into a new culture.  They will also benefit from
a community of teachers and other students who
share common values, customs and lifestyles.
• Your child will be periodically assessed, both
during the year and at the end of the year, to
determine academic and linguistic achievement in
English to identify changes which may be needed
in the instructional program.
• All subjects are age and grade appropriate.  
A campus Language Proficiency Assessment
Committee (LPAC) will oversee your child’s
progress to ensure overall academic success.

Will my child be taught the same
subjects and learn the same
skills as students in the regular
program?
• All students in the Bilingual and ESL
programs must receive instruction in the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS).  The Bilingual program uses both the
student’s native language and English for the
delivery of instruction while the ESL program
uses English only while implementing
strategies and methodologies appropriate for
the student.
• Language arts, reading, mathematics,
science and social studies are integral parts of
the state mandated curriculum.

Will my child learn English?
• The mastery of English listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills is required in the
program.
• English as a Second Language Instruction
is an integral part of the Bilingual education
program.
• Academic instruction begins in the
student’s first language and transitions into
English.

Why is my child being
recommended for the Bilingual
and ESL programs?
• Students whose first language is not
English have specific needs as learners.  Not
only do they have to acquire a new language,
they also have to adapt to a new culture.

